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Politeness as one of linguistic phenomena always exists when people 
communicate with each other. We can find politeness not only in face to face 
conversation, but also in a speech. There are many types of speech, one of the types is 
political speech. This study analyzed political speech from Australia’s Prime Minister 
Tony Abbot and it discussed politeness strategies in Tony Abbot’s speech concerning 
Australia-Indonesia tapping issue. There two problems to be solved in this study: (1) 
what face is being threatened in Tony Abbott’s Speech concerning Australia-Indonesia 
Tapping Issue and (2) what are the politeness strategies in Tony Abbott’s Speech 
concerning Australia-Indonesia Tapping Issue. 
This study applied qualitative approach in which the data were collected in the 
form of words or sentences. This study used document analysis in analyzing the 
politeness strategies in Tony Abbott’s Speech concerning Australia-Indonesia Tapping 
Issue. 
This study revealed that the positive face and the negative face are threatened. 
The positive face of the speaker and the positive face of the hearer are threatened. 
Meanwhile for the negative face, only the negative face of the hearer is threatened. For 
politeness strategies, there are four politeness strategies that were found in this study, 
those are bald on record, positive politeness strategies, negative politeness strategies and 
off record. Tony Abbott’s in his speech concerning Australia-Indonesia tapping issue 
mostly threatened positive face of the hearer and frequently used positive politeness 
strategies because he wants to the hearer agree and corroborate his opinion that 
Australia intelligence is doing tapping to protect the country, advance national interest 
and help the allies. In other words, it is a kind of act of caring for what Australia 
intelligence already did.  In this study, Tony Abbott also threatened negative face using 
positive politeness strategies. It means that there is an effort of teasing the hearer or 
toward the hearer’s attitude. 
For the next researchers, the writer suggests that the next researcher should use the other 
theory which is different from this study to enrich the analysis in the further research. 
Also, the next researcher can use the other objects in analyzing politeness strategies and 
FTA. 
REFERENCES 
 
Abbott Statement On Indonesian Intelligence Operations; Regrets but does not 
apologise (2013). Retrieved March 9, 2014, from 
http://australianpolitics.com/2013/11/19/abbott-statement-on-intelligence.html 
 
Ary, Donald., Jacobs, Lucy Cheser., Razaviech, Asgar.(2010) Introduction to research 
in education eight edition. Belemont: Wadworth/Thomson Learning 
 
Bachelard ,Michael and Swan, Jonathan (2013). Australia agrees to stop phone tapping 
Indonesians. Retrieved March 9, 2014, from 
http://www.illawarramercury.com.au/story/1921450/australia-agrees-to-stop-
phone-tapping-indonesians/ 
 
Brasdefer, Cesar Felix (2007). Politeness. Retrieved March 9, 2014, from 
http://www.indiana.edu/~discprag/polite.html 
 
Brasdefer, Cesar Felix (2007). Politeness 2 (second-order politeness). Retrieved March 
9, 2014, from http://www.indiana.edu/~discprag/polite2.html 
 
Brown, Penelope and Levinson, Stephen (1987). Politeness: some universals 
in language usage. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Brown, Penelope and Levinson, Stephen. (1978). Universals in language usage: 
politeness phenomena. In Goody, E. N. (Ed.). Questions and politeness: 
strategies in social interaction (pp. 56-311). Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 
 
Crystal, D. (1985). A dictionary of linguistics and phonetics (2"d). Oxford:Blackwell 
 
Duhaime, Lloyd. (n.d). Political speech legal definition. Retrieved April 23, 2014, from 
http://www.duhaime.org/LegalDictionary/P/PoliticalSpeech.aspx 
 
Holmes, J. (1995). Women, men and politeness. London: Longman. 
 
 
House of Representatives (n.d). Retrieved March 26, 2014, from 
 http://www.aph.gov.au/about_parliament/house_of_representatives 
 
Lakoff, Robin (1990). Talking power. The politics of language. United Kingdom: Basic 
Boks. 
 
Leech, Geoffrey. (1983). Principles of pragmatics. London and New York. Longman 
 
Mulyowati, Esawening. (2012). Politeness strategies used by the president candidates 
of Indonesia in 2009 political advertisements. Unpublished Thesis. Malang. 
Universitas Brawijaya. 
 
Punch, K (1998). Introduction to social research: quantitatie and qualitative 
approaches. London. Sage 
 
Roberts, George (2013). Indonesia recalls ambassador after leaked documents reveal 
Australia spied on president Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono. Retrieved March 9, 
2014, from  
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-11-18/indonesia-angered-by-revelations-
australia-spied-on-sby/5100264 
 
Scollon, R and Scollon, S. (1995). Intercultural communication: A discourse  
approach. Oxford: Blackwell. 
 
Speech (n.d). Retrieved March 9, 2014, from 
 http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/speech 
 
Swallow, Julian and Erviani, Komang (2013). Indonesian protesters call for 'war with 
Australia' over phone-tapping scandal as Aussies warned of danger. Retrieved 
March 9, 2014, from  
http://www.news.com.au/national/indonesian-protesters-call-for-war-with-
australia-over-phonetapping-scandal-as-aussies-warned-of-danger/story-
fncynjr2-1226765550193 
 
Tony Abbott (n.d). Retrieved March 11, 2014, from 
 http://www.liberal.org.au/member/tony-abbott 
 
Willu, Margaretha R. (2011). Politeness strategies used by Benjamin Button in the 
movie curious case of Benjamin Button. Unpublished Thesis. Malang. Universitas 
Brawijaya. 
 
Yule, George (1996). Pragmatics. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
